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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant(s) 

1. This application has been examined. Claims 14-47 are pending. 

The prior art submitted on 8/19/05 has been considered. However, the foreign 
patent document (GB 2266398A) has not been considered because the examiner have not 
received yet. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 14-18, 21-22, 24-27, 29, 33-40, and 42-47, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) as being anticipated by Ciolli et al. (65461 19). 

As per claim 14, Ciolli et al. disclose a method for recording an incident, in 
particular a traffic violation, in which a vehicle is involved, comprising the steps of: 
detecting the incident (see the abstract; and columns 2-3, lines 63-10), making at least 
one record of the detected incident (see column 2, lines 48-62), searching for and reading 
from the record a license plate of the vehicle involved in the incident (see columns 4-5, 
lines 49-15), wherein during making of the record information is recorded relating to the 
position of the vehicle, and on the basis of this information a search is made for the 
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license plate in only a part of the record (see columns 5-6, lines 41-34; and column 10, 
lines 22-67). 

As per claim 15, Ciolli et al. disclose the recorded position information comprises 
the travel direction of the vehicle (see column 10, lines 22-67). 

As per claims 16, and 18, Ciolli et al. disclose the record is a picture record and a 
search for the license plate is made, on the basis of the recorded travel direction, only in a 
left or right-hand half of the record, the recorded position information comprises the lane 
in which the vehicle is located (see column 10, lines 22-67). 

As per claim 17, Ciolli et al. disclose a plurality of vehicles are caught in 
the picture record, and a search is made, on the basis of the recorded position 
information, for the license plate of only one of the vehicles (see column 21, lines 1-48). 

As per claim 21, Ciolli et al. disclose the incident is detected by emitting a 
signal and analyzing a signal reflected by the vehicle, and a set transmission range is 
recorded as position information (see columns 4-5, lines 49-15). 

As per claim 22, Ciolli et al. disclose the incident is detected by making 
use of a number of fixed detection elements, and the identity of the detection element 
detecting the incident is recorded as position information (see columns 7-8, lines 42-30). 

As per claim 24, Ciolli et al. disclose a method for recording an incident, in 
particular a traffic violation, in which a vehicle is involved, comprising the steps of: 
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detecting the incident (see the abstract; and columns 2-3, lines 63-10), making at least 
one record of the detected incident, including recording information relating to the 
position of the vehicle, and on the basis of the recorded position information searching 
only a part of the record for a license plate of the vehicle involved in the incident (see 
columns 5-6, lines 41-34), wherein the recorded position information includes the 
direction of travel of the vehicle (see column 10, lines 22-67). 

As per claim 25, Ciolli et al. disclose the record is a picture record and a 
search for the license plate is made, on the basis of the recorded travel direction, only in a 
left or right-hand half of the record (see column 10, lines 22-67). 

As per claim 26, Ciolli et al. disclose a plurality of vehicles are caught in 
the picture record, and a search is made, on the basis of the recorded position 
information, for the license plate of only one of the vehicles (see column 21, lines 1-48). 

As per claim 27, Ciolli et al. disclose the incident is detected by making 
use of a number of fixed detection elements, and the identity of the detection element 
detecting the incident is recorded as position information (see columns 7-8, lines 42-30). 

As per claim 29, Ciolli et al. disclose a method for recording an incident, in 
particular a traffic violation, in which a vehicle is involved, comprising the steps of: 

detecting the incident (see the abstract; and columns 2-3, lines 63-10), making at least 
one record of the detected incident, including recording information relating to the 
position of the vehicle, and on the basis of the recorded position information searching 
only a part of the record for a license plate of the vehicle involved in the incident (see 
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columns 5-6, lines 41-34), wherein the recorded position information includes the lane in 
which the vehicle is traveling (see column 10, lines 22-67). 

Claims 33, and 34 are system claims corresponding to method claims 14, and 17 
above. Therefore, they are rejected for the same rationales set forth as above. 

As per claim 35, Ciolli et al. disclose wherein the recorder is adapted to make 
picture records, and the reader is adapted to identify and read the license plate from the 
picture record by optical means (see columns 18-19, lines 48-65; and column 21, lines 

1-48). 

As per claim 36, Ciolli et al. disclose the recorder is an analog camera making 
picture records on film (see column 7, lines 27-41). 

As per claim 37, Ciolli et al. disclose the recorder is a digital camera including a 
memory for storing the picture records made (see columns 2-3, lines 63-10). 

As per claim 38, Ciolli et al. disclose the camera is arranged near a road 
and the reader is arranged at a central location remote from the road, the camera being 
connected to the central location via a cable or a wireless network (see the abstract; and 
columns 4-5, lines 49-15). 

As per claim 39, Ciolli et al. disclose the reader comprises a suitably programmed 
computer including software for optical character recognition (see columns 18-19, lines 
48-65). 
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As per claim 40, Ciolli et al. disclose the detector unit comprises a radar trap 
arranged near a road (see columns 4-5, lines 49-15). 

As per claim 42, Ciolli et al. disclose a system for recording an incident, in 
particular a traffic violation, in which a vehicle is involved, comprising: a detector unit 
arranged in or near a road on which vehicles travel for detecting the incident (see 
columns 4-5, lines 49-15), a camera arranged over or near the road and connected to the 
detector unit for making at least one pictorial record of the detected incident, the camera 
being adapted to include in the record information relating to the position of the vehicle 
(see columns 5-6, lines 41-34; and column 10, lines 22-67), and a reader for searching, on 
the basis of the recorded position information, only a part of the record for a license plate 
of the vehicle involved in the incident and for reading the license plate from the record, 
the reader being adapted to identify and read the license plate from the pictorial record by 
optical means (see columns 18-19, lines 48-65). 

As per claims 43-44, Ciolli et al. disclose the reader comprises a suitably 
programmed computer including software for optical character recognition, and the 
camera is a digital camera including a memory for storing each pictorial record made, the 
camera being adapted for recording the position information as attachment to a data file 
containing the pictorial record (see columns 10-12, lines 59-32). 

As per claim 45, Ciolli et al. disclose the camera is an analog camera adapted for 
making pictorial records on film and for displaying the position information in each 
pictorial record (see columns 7-8, lines 27-30). 
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As per claim 46, Ciolli et al. disclose the reader is adapted to search the record for 
position information, to select a part of the record on the basis of this position 
information, and to search only the selected part of the record for the license plate of the 
vehicle (see column 10, lines 22-67). 

As per claim 47, Ciolli et al. disclose the reader is adapted to display the record as 
image on a screen for human checking if no position information is found (see columns 
10-12, lines 59-32). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 19-20, 23, 28, and 30-32, are rejected under 35 U.S.C.103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ciolli et al. (65461 19) in view of Glier et al. (6573929). 

As per claims 19, and 30, Ciolli et al. do not disclose search for the license plate 
only in a relatively narrow vertical strip of the record. However, Glier et al. disclose 
wherein the record is a picture record and a search for the license plate is made, on the 
basis of the recorded position information, only in a relatively narrow vertical strip of the 
record (see column 5, lines 1-63; columns 6-7, lines 13-6; and columns 7-8, lines 51-12). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the teach of Ciolli et al. by combining search for the license plate 
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only in a relatively narrow vertical strip of the record to detect the license plate of only 
desired vehicle. 

As per claim 20, Ciolli et al. disclose a plurality of vehicles are caught in 
the picture record, and a search is made, on the basis of the recorded position 
information, for the license plate of only one of the vehicles (see column 21, lines 1-48). 

As per claims 23, and 28, Ciolli et al. do not disclose distance to the vehicle. 
However, Glier et al. disclose during detecting of the incident the distance to the vehicle 
is measured as position information (see column 10, lines 1-41; columns 11-12, lines 

46-26; and columns 13-15, lines 10-17). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teach of Ciolli et al. by 
combining distance to the vehicle to accurate determining vehicle position and recording 
vehicle license plate. 

As per claim 31, Ciolli et al. disclose a plurality of vehicles are caught in 
the picture record, and a search is made, on the basis of the recorded position 
information, for the license plate of only one of the vehicles (see column 21, lines 1-48). 

As per claim 32, Ciolli et al. disclose the incident is detected by making 
use of a number of fixed detection elements, and the identity of the detection element 
detecting the incident is recorded as position information (see columns 7-8, lines 42-30). 

6. Claim 41, is rejected under 35 U.S.C.103(a) as being unpatentable over Ciolli 
et al. (65461 19) in view of Kavner (7068185). 
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As per claim 41, Ciolli et al. do not disclose induction loop. However, Kavner 
discloses the detector unit comprises a plurality of induction loop arranged in a road (see 
columns 6-7, lines 63-24). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the teach of Ciolli et al. by combining 
induction loop for detecting vehicle events. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

. L.B. Scott (3222682) 
. Yagiet al. (5850191) 
. Alves (6650765) 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dalena Tran whose telephone number is 571-272-6968. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30 AM-4:00 PM), off every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on 571-272-6956. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Patent Examiner 
Dalena Tran 




August 17, 2007 



